INTRODUCTION
The Space Structures Research Centre was founded in May 1963 by Professor Z.S. Makowski and has been highly active ever since in helping to further the ideas and promote the utilisation of spatial structures. The main areas of activity encompass research to enhance the methods of analysis, design and the understanding of the behaviour of different forms of spatial structures such as domes, barrel vaults and grids, as well as structural systems such as foldable systems, towers and tension structures. Publication, teaching, organisation of conferences, besides consulting work are example of activities which the Centre has been organising. In 1971, Professor Hoshyar Nooshin was appointed as the Director of the Centre and remained in this position for 28 years. The current Director of the Centre, Professor Gerard Andrew Roger Parke, has taken the responsibility since 1998.
In early 1970s, a building was donated to the Centre by the British Steel Corporation to use for laboratory experiments on Spatial Structures [1] , Figure 1 .
RESEARCH
The core aim for founding the Centre was conducting research in the design and analysis of spatial structures. A number of research students have been working on different subjects related to spatial structures in the Centre. The subjects may be categorised into Structural Morphology, Structural Analysis and Construction of different types of spatial structures including shell structures, lattice structures and foldable structures. Table 1 gives the list of completed theses in the Centre since 1967. An electronic copy of some of the theses are available via the Surrey Research Insight Open Access [8] .
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PUBLICATIONS
Over the years the Centre has been responsible for the publication of a number of books, papers and conference proceedings. In particular, the Centre was involved in the publication of the International Journal of Space Structures since 1985.
Books
The following nine books, which are valuable references in the field of spatial structures, have been published by the Centre:
International Journal of Space Structures
The 
TEACHING
The Centre has been active in offering courses on spatial structures at various levels during the past 50 years. Specifically, a course entitled 'Space Structures' for postgraduate students of the University of Surrey has been designed and delivered since 1964. The Centre has organised a celebration on the occasion of the 50th year of teaching the course by Prof H. Nooshin on 25 March 2013, Figure 3 . Also, various workshops and short courses at different levels have been organised by the Centre in the UK and other countries including Australia, China, India, Iran, Japan and Romania. Figure 5 , for instance, shows a group of primary school students, during a one day workshop on 'basics of form generation in Formian' in the University of Surrey, UK. Another example of the many teaching activities is a two week course on spatial structures. The course was organised for its 19th time in April 2014 at the University of Kerman, Iran. Figure 6 shows a group of attendees of the course in 2001. Also, the Centre was involved in organising a number of seminars in association with other organisations. Figure 9 shows one of such seminars on formex algebra and Formian, Osaka, Japan, 1990.
CONFERENCES

Pioneers' Award
It has been a tradition of the Space Structures Research Centre to recognise and honour those who have made significant contributions in the field of spatial structures. This has been done through a special award called the "Pioneers' Award", given during the International Conferences on Space Structures held at the University of Surrey. List of the recipients of the Pioneers' Award is given in Table 3 [5]. Also, two examples of the Award are presented in Figure 10 .
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE INDUSTRY
A number of firms, specialised in spatial structures, have been in close relation with the Centre. The technical staff of the firms, as well as the managers, have been sent to the Centre to expand their knowledge. These include the famous Japanese firms of Taiyo Kogyo Group and Tomoe Corporation. Figure 11 shows an annual gathering of the "Surrey Club" at the Taiyo Kogyo Company, Tokyo, March 1993. Also, consulting work has been carried out in the Figure 13 . Takhti (Farahabad) Sports Stadium in Tehran, Iran, opened in 1974, photo by Omidali Samavati [6] . Centre including the design of the Jumbo Jet Hangars at London Heathrow Airport, Figures 12, and the prestressed cable roof of the Farahabad (Takhti) Sports Stadium in Tehran, Figure 13 . In 2014, the Research Centre is still continuing with its strong commitment into understanding further structural morphology, as well as the behaviour of spatial structures with over 10 PhD students engaged in this work.
